Guide on African Cultural Visitors Program 2007
I  Background

The African Cultural Visitors Program, an exchange program of the Chinese Ministry of Culture tailored to cultural personalities of African countries, aims to enhance mutual understanding and cooperation between China and Africa. Implemented for the first time in 2006 with success, the program drew attention and support from both Chinese and African sides and was incorporated into Beijing Action Plan (2007-2009) of the forum on China-Africa Cooperation. 
                 II  Theme

· The theme for African Cultural Visitors Program 2007 is       Cultural Policy & Its Implementation in Market Economy.

·  Candidates are required to submit an article of not less than 2000 words about their countries one month prior to their arrival in China. The article should be focused on: 

1. The cultural management system 

2. The cultural policies 

3. Cases illustrating the results of implementing the cultural policies

· The said article is a prerequisite for the candidates to be invited.

                   III  Candidates
· The countries covered by African Cultural Visitors Program 2007 are Senegal, Benin, Mali, the Republic of Congo, Madagascar, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Zambia, Botswana and Uganda. 
·  Of each country, 2 candidates can be recommended including a cultural official from the central government at the level of the head of a department and a cultural official from a local government. 

·  The age of candidates should be under 50.

·  The candidates can communicate in English or French.

IV  Expenditure

The Chinese side will bear the visitors’ international travel expenses and their board, lodging and transportation during their stay in China.   

               V  Implementation
· Time: The visits are scheduled for early September 2007 for the French-speaking countries, and late October 2007 for the English-speaking countries

· Duration: about 15 days

· Places to visit:  Beijing and 2-3 other cities or provinces.

●Activities: The Chinese side will arrange round-table meetings, site visits and sum-up discussions at the end of the trip.

VI  Application

The Chinese Embassies in the said 10 countries are responsible for recommending candidates by consulting relevant cultural authorities of these countries. The application forms to be filled by the candidates should be sent to the Chinese Ministry of Culture by the end of June 2007.
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