GUIDE TO APPLYING FOR THE 
AFRICAN CULTURAL VISITORS PROGRAM 
2008

I. Background

The African Cultural Visitors Program (hereafter referred to as “the Program”), tailored to cultural personalities of African countries, has been established as a newly regular exchange program by the Chinese Ministry of Culture. With the support and endorsement from both China and African countries, the Program was incorporated into The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation Beijing Action Plan (2007-2009) and has been carried out effectively over the last two years (2006 & 2007). 

II. Topic of the Year

i. The topic for the year 2008: Domestic Cultural Development & External Cultural Exchanges.

ii. Requirements

1. The nominated visitors should submit an English-written report of at least 2000 words on the above topic. The report must be submitted on time in order for the visitor to be eligible as the Program invitee.

2. The report is suggested to cover the following:

1) A general introduction of the internal cultural policies of the author’s country;

2) The policy and its implementation with regard to the public cultural service in the author’s country;

3) The policy and its implementation in the development of the cultural industries in the author’s country;

4) Basic Characteristics of the external cultural policies of the author’s country;

5) Share of the experience gained by the author’s country in the cultural exchanges with foreign countries;

6) The current state of & suggestions and advice to the cultural exchanges between the author’s country and China.

III. Visitors’ Eligibility

i. The countries covered by the Program of this year are : Angola, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Cape Verde, Guinea Bissau, Ghana, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, Liberia, Rwanda, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and Sierra Leone, each of which should send ONE cultural official at the director-general’s level to participate. 

ii. Both genders, aged preferably under 50 and of good health, are eligible for the Program.

iii. Proficiency of the visitors in spoken and written English is required.

IV. Tentative Programs

Oct 15th & 16th: Participants arrive in Beijing;

Oct 17th through 19th: Participants visit Beijing;

Oct 20th through 22nd: Participants travel out of Beijing;

Oct 23rd & 24th: Roundtable Conference in Shenzhen;

Oct 25th & 26th: Participants depart (from Guangzhou or Hongkong).

V. Activities

i. Roundtable Conference

The late October of 2008 will witness the “African Cultures in Focus 2008”, a series of China-Africa cultural gala events, highlighting the cultures and arts from the African continent. The Roundtable Conference, under the framework of the Program, is to be part of the Shenzhen-based “African Cultures in Focus 2008” events.

ii. Study Tour

Besides the Roundtable Conference, participants will tour in Shenzhen as well as the cities in provinces other than Guangdong. Scheduled to meet the cultural communities, the tour will enable the visitors to look deeper to the cultural development in China. 

VI. Expenditure

The Chinese side will meet the visitors’ expenses of their international traveling as well as the board, lodging and transportation during their stay in China. 

VII. Application

Candidates are to be recommended through consultations between the Chinese embassies in above-mentioned 15 countries and relevant cultural authorities of these countries. The application form filled by the candidates should be submitted to the Chinese Ministry of Culture by the end of June, 2008.

